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Birdie's Flowers and Gifts 
519 Norris Street 

979-234-3063 • 713-894-1868^ 

• Fruit Bouquets • Fresh Flower 
Arrangements • Order Early for Discounts!! 

ANTIQUES 

T'fie iJatfian (Budding 'Antique lAaii 
107 East 'Main St. ♦ 'Eagle Lake, T'X 77434 

(grand Opening Triday &? Saturday, May 8 and9 
'Ribbon Cutting at 10 a.m. Triday, 'May 8 

Vivian 1-furst, Owner ♦ 979-234-5212 

PROGRESSIVE NON-PROFIT, STUDENT EXCHANGE COMPANY | 
SEEKING SELF-STARTER FOR EXCHANGE CAREER 

VM^H.llil^l^J;]i^^^F?7 
Must be community minded, willing to supervise, place and/or 

Host international students and work with families. 
Supplemental income, bonuses and GREAT travel incentives. 

CONTACT: STUDENT MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Brian Hause, Project Manager, 

bhause@student-management.com 1 -800-766-4656 

FAMILIES WELCOME TO APPLY FOR HOSTING ALSO! 

STOP LEG CRAMPS 
BEFORE THEY STOP YOU. 

Calcet's triple calcium formula is 
designed to help stop low calcium leg 
cramps. Just ask your pharmacist. 

Leg cramps- 

Calcetl 
ptaMtamkib 
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LET'S TALK SAVINGS 
At HOTDEALSCOLORADO.COM 
you'll find incredible deals on everything 

from lodging and dining to shopping 

and playing. Have a summer full 

of big fun and save big money 

at HOTDEALSCOLORADO.COM. 

___ LET'S TALK  

COLORADO 
SEE  DO  EAT STAY GO eCOLORADO.COM 

FREE DIRECTV 4 ROOM SYSTEM! 

DIRECTV, 

265+ ALL DIGITAL CHANNELS! 

130 HD CHANNELS! 

FREE HBO, Showtime & Starz 
for 3 Months! 

Packages Start only $29.99 

FREE DVR/HD 

No Start Up Costs! 

We're Local Installers! 

Toll Free 800-214-7110 

|Channel Pkgs. 
Start 

I $29.99 / mo 

DirectStarTV 
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hat is... MORTGAGE PROTECTION? 

We pay off 
Your Mortgage 
in the event of 

your death. 

Protec«or*1nsuran 

Call 
1 866 694 1851 
For A FREE QUOTE! 

tacmwPoo(£u^ 
Our pools create 
Generations of Memories 
everyday, vacations never end! 

Aboveground & Inground pools at 
WHOLESALE PRICING 

SIMPLE OIY Pool Kit Assembly 

• • SAVE MONEY on All Pool Supplies 
& Accessories. Ships Fast 

TSV S00-250-W02 

World Class 
Christian 
Education 

Online 

:j24/7 Access to One-on-One Instruct 
Affordable Monthly Tuition 
Your Pace, Your Goals 
;Grades 7-12 
. (866-296-3140) 

immimm rYOUR FUTURE 

EGINS HERE 
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 

kStevens Transport, the premier refrigerated 
'carrier in the US, sponsors the total cost of your 
CDL training!  In 17 short days you will earn your 
CDL and begin your paid on-the-job training! Potential to earn 
up to $40K first year!  Excellent benefits and 401K! 

For more information, call 

w w w . 
8QO-333 

Breathalyzer To Be Administered At Door 

Rice High Prom Information Given 
RICE C.I.S.D. will require 

ALL students attending the 2008- 
09 Prom to pass a breathalyzer 
test prior to entering the school 
facility. 

Certified breathalyzer staff 
will be present and will administer 
the test. 

If a student fails the test, the 
following procedures will be fol- 
lowed: 

Student will not be allowed to 
enter the facility. 

Student will be issued a cita- 
tion for minor under the influ- 
ence. 

A parent or guardian will be 
required to remove the student 
from the premises. 

Student will be assigned to 
the AEP for the remainder of the 
school year. 

It is the belief of the Rice 
C.I.S.D that taking these mea- 

sures will help keep our students 
safe and drug/alcohol free on this 
very special night. 

We hope that you as a parent 
support this program and express 
your support to your children. 

This pamphlet provides in- 
formation pertaining to the Rice 
Consolidated High School Junior/ 
Senior Prom 

The Junior Class of Rice Con- 
solidated High School will be 
sponsoring a prom on Saturday, 
May 9,2009 at 7:00 PM. 

The prom will be held in the 
Rice High School Commons. 

Tickets must be purchased 
prior to the prom. 

Dress code for those attending 
is formal. Most formal dresses 
do not adhere to our school dress 
code. We are asking that modesty 
be the rule. 

All students attending must 

arrive prior to 9:00 PM. No stu- 
dents will be admitted after this 
time. 

Upon arrival, students will 
sign-in and sign-out when leaving. 
Once a student leaves the prom, 
they may not re-enter. 

Officers from the Colorado 
County Sheriffs Department will 
be present at the prom. 

Any student that appears to 
be under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol will be denied entrance 
to the prom and referred to the 
officers. 

Alcohol and drugs have no 
place at this celebration and vio- 
lators will be dealt with severely. 
Please stress this fact to your son 
or daughter. 

Parents will be allowed to stay 
until the grand march is over. 
We will then ask them to exit the 
building. 

Although we allow students to 
bring dates that are not students 
at Rice High School, they must 
be UNDER THE AGE OF 21 
on the day of the prom and will 
be held accountable for our rules 
and policies. 

Refreshments will be provided 
by the junior parents. 

Music will be provided by a D J. 
We will monitor the music and 
make every effort to make sure 
the music does not contain rude, 
offensive or vulgar language. 

A photographer will be avail- 
able to take pictures. No video 
taping will be allowed. 

We ask that students maintain 
a respectable image while danc- 
ing. Sexual or rude inferences 
will not be tolerated. 

The prom will end at 12:00 PM 
and all students will be asked to 
leave the school as soon as pos- 
sible 

Pre-K Helps Protect Vulnerable Children 
By Kara Johnson 

Child abuse and neglect is a 
wide-spread problem in Texas 
communities. Last year, 83,000 
children were victims of child 
abuse and neglect and 213 chil- 
dren died. The Texas Legislature 
and the Department of Family and 
Protective Services (DFPS) have 
been working hard to improve 
the state response and have had 
encouraging results. 

However, legislators and advo- 
cates should take another look at 
programs that can support DFPS 
in protecting children from abuse. 
High-quality early education is 
one creative method that has been 
proven to reduce the rates of child 
abuse and neglect. 

The early care and education 
landscape in Texas has three 
components: childcare, public 
pre-k and Head Start. Research 
shows that high-quality early care 
and education, when done right, 
can and does reduce the rate of 
child abuse and neglect. 

High-quality programs do 
this through parent involvement, 
which includes parent education 
classes, home visits, or even just 
encouraging parents to volunteer 
in the classroom. 

Even better, these programs 
have been proven to help all 
parents improve their parenting 
skills and interact more positively 
with their children. Children don't 
come with instruction manuals, 
and all parents can benefit from 
the support and information. 

Parent education and involve- 
ment teach parents how to be 
involved with their child, how to 
respond to their child's behavior, 
what is normal for their child's 
age, and new educational games 
to play with their children. 

High-quality early care and 
education helps to build stronger 
families before a problem ever 
appears. 

Texas should use the early 
care and education infrastructure 
that already exists to bolster its 
efforts to combat child abuse and 
neglect. It just makes good sense 
to expand on a resource that par- 
ents and children use and love. 

Parents and teachers already 
know one another and already 
communicate about the child. The 
simple fact is that child deaths 
due to child abuse and neglect 
are much less likely to occur when 

Columbus 
Livestock Co. 
Brad & Tana Haueriand, Owners 

979-732-2622 
Sale Every Thursday 

10:30 a.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30 
CATTLE ON HAND -1202 

HORSES-0   GOATS-7    DONKEY-0 
# OF SELLERS-185 

PACKER COWS 
Higher dressing utility & cutter cows   49-61 
Lower dressing utility & cutter cows 44-48 
Thin Cows 30-44 

PACKER BULLS 
Heavyweight bulls 62-70 
Utility cutter bulls 52-62 
STEERS #1 #2 
150-300 lbs 114-150      100-115 
300-400 lbs 110-132       95-110 
400-500 lbs 98-126       88-108 
500-600 lbs 97-116        85-95 
600-700 lbs 94-108      87-102 
700-800 lbs 84-96        76-86 
HEIFERS #1 #2 
150-300 lbs 110-138       92-106 
300400 lbs 94-127       87-103 
400-500 lbs 96-124       87-107 

500-600 lbs 93-114        85-96 
600-700 lbs 83-104        78-90 
700-800 lbs 72-85 62-72 
STOCKERCOWS     Good Stocker Cow/ 
Calf Pairs 850-1040 
Medium Cow/calf Pairs 650-850 
Common Cow/calf Pairs 500-650 
Good Stocker Cows & Heifers     600-850 
Medium Stocker Cows & Heifers 475-600 

there are more adults involved 
with that child. 

High-quality early care and 
education not only gives children 
a leg-up on education that will last 
their whole life, but it can actually 
keep children safe. 

Imagine the impact this could 
have on Texas' most vulnerable 
children if more families had ac- 
cess to high-quality early care and 
education. When people consider 
how to prevent child abuse and 
neglect, early care and education 
is not always on the list. Maybe it 

should be. 
More information on high- 

quality early care and education is 
available at www.tecec.org. 

Kara Johnson is the Executive 
Director of the Texas Early Child- 
hood Education Coalition. 

Over My Shoulder 
A monthly review of the livestock market by J.D. Sartwelle, Jr. 

Our beginning of the month 
wish for the rains to continue 
came to be as most of the month 
of April was punctuated with 
unsettled weather that produced 
much needed moisture over most 
of the state. 

April markets showed strength 
because of moisture and shorter 
fed cattle numbers, while beef 
demand held its own in the gro- 
cery store. 

April was an active month as 
our own legislature was in full 
session and those in Washington 
were/are still posturing for stimu- 
lus money or to push their favorite 
agendas. 

Most areas of the state re- 
ceived more than one rain or rainy 
period that filled stock tanks, as 
moisture from the heavens fell on 
scorched earth and grass to make 
for a month and period where we 
might be getting back on track 
with spring moisture. 

The weather guys have been 
saying that we're moving to a wet- 
ter El Nino pattern and should be 
there by June. 

Hallelujah. 
In its usual slow way, the 

Texas Legislature is muddling 
through another biennial session 
and considering many items of 
interest to cowboys and land 
owners. 

Eminent domain, new cattle 
theft laws, capping oil wells, water 
bills and others are being ham- 
mered out. 

Animal health news in our own 
state is on the stove top, with a 
West Texas dairy TB cow, the 
beginning of our own trichinosis 
program and fever tick concerns 
over a larger and larger area in 
South Texas. 

On the national scene, with a 
changing of the guard we're see- 
ing new food safety concerns, as 
others are concerned with clean 
water, clean air, endangered spe- 
cies, animal rights and more. 

Secretary of Agriculture Vil- 
sack conducted a hearing and 
heard from the industry about 
the National Animal Identification 
System (NAIS) in Washington and 
has scheduled several listening 
conferences over cattle country 
with one meeting scheduled for 
late May in Austin. 

The "green" folks are pushing 

agendas as USDA will conduct 
its first ever, wide scale survey 
of organic farming in the United 
States. 

Its intention will be to assess 
how the growth of organic farming 
is changing the face of agriculture 
in the United States. 

On the international scene, 
Canada is continuing with its 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
complaint over our Country of 
Origin Labeling regulations 
(COOL). 

On the scientific front, the 
long running $56 million project 
of a consortium of Baylor, Texas 
A & M, the State and many cattle 
groups, including.check.off re- 
search dollars from Texas, an- 
nounced the completion of and 
publication of work involving the 
genome of domestic cattle. 

The project sequenced and 
analyzed the genetic blue print 
of the Hereford breed and is 
considered a monumental break- 
through in understanding cattle 
genetics. 

Back to the markets: in the 
feed yards, fed cattle that began 
the month with an upswing to an 
$83 top advanced to the $88 level 
before backing off the last week of 
the month to end at the $86 level. 

Throughout the month, pack- 
ers tried to limit weekly kills, 
backed up a few cattle and caused 
concerns with feeders. 

Lighter carcass weights, con- 
tinued beef movement and mov- 
ing through a slight backlog of 
ready cattle might be made easier 
as we enter the grilling time of 
the year. 

At the markets, with good 
March and April rains, cow and 
calf runs slowed, partly because 
of a new lease on life as well as 
folks simply not working during 
the rainy periods and making lots 
even muddier. 

The slaughter cow and bull 
market as well as calf markets re- 
mained strong and continued an 
upward push as numbers backed 
off and demand picked up. 

Top cows moved to the mid to 
high 50s and the bulls to the mid 
60s, while the light weight calves 
moved well into the dollar some- 
thing and the five-six weights 
moved over the dollar bill on the 
better cattle. 

In the competing meat com- 
plex, pork production is still over 
2 million head a week and holding 
in the $40 range, while poultry 
production is down. 

Both still provide plenty of 
completion and choices in the 
meat case. 

It seems that most of our ills 
go away when there is adequate 
moisture to grow grass and have 
a normal year. 

Let's hope that we continue 
receiving moisture and can catch 
up on groundwater, grow grass, 
make hay and raise big calves. 

Come on, May. 

Wants Ads 
Really 
Work!! 


